




















































 

 
 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Camera 

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent)  

 

 

15. RESOLUTION AMENDING BYLAWS OF THE POLICE BUDGET ADVISORY BOARD AND 

REINSTATING JAMES MCCORKLE AND ROBERT MACLEAN 
 

Mayor Valentino presented the following resolution: 

 

WHEREAS, on July 1, 2020, the Geneva City Council created the Police Budget Advisory Board and, on 

October 7, 2020, adopted ByLaws for the Board which authorized five positions to serve for two years, and   

WHEREAS, the Geneva City Council appointed James McCorkle and Robert Maclean to serve on the 

Police Budget Advisory Board for terms expiring on December 31, 2022, and  

 

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2022, the Geneva City Council removed James McCorkle and Robert Maclean 

from the Police Budget Advisory Board after statements McCorkle and Maclean made in their personal 

capacities concerning the police department and their political views.  

 

WHEREAS, James McCorkle and Robert Maclean allege their removal from the Police Budget Advisory 

Board violated their rights to Free Speech and Due Process under the United States and New York State 

Constitutions, and    

 

WHEREAS, A proposed Settlement Agreement to be entered into by James McCorkle and Robert 

Maclean and the City and the City Council has been presented to the City Council for its consideration, 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the City Attorney has recommended that James McCorkle and Robert Maclean be reinstated 

to the Police Budget Advisory Board.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the ByLaws of the City of Geneva Police Budget Advisory 
Board are hereby amended to temporarily expand the number of positions on the Board to seven by 
creating two temporary positions, and it is further  
 
RESOLVED, that James McCorkle and Robert Maclean be reinstated to the Police Budget Advisory Board 

for a term commencing with the date this resolution is passed and ending on December 31, 2023, and it is 

further  

RESOLVED, that the number of positions on the Police Budget Advisory Board shall revert to five upon 

James McCorkle and Robert Maclean completing the term of their reinstatement, and it further  

RESOLVED, that the reinstatements of James McCorkle and Robert Maclean shall take effect upon the 

execution of a Settlement Agreement by James McCorkle and Robert Maclean, releasing, remising, and 



 

 
 

forever discharging the City and members of the City Council from all claims arising out of their June 1, 

2022, removal from the Police Budget Advisory Board, and it is further  

RESOLVED, that the Settlement Agreement between the City of Geneva and James McCorkle and 

Robert Maclean, which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, is hereby approved and the Mayor 

and the City Manager are hereby authorized to execute said agreement on behalf of the City and the 

Geneva City Council.  

 

STATE OF NEW YORK   COUNTY OF ONTARIO  

CITY OF GENEVA  

____________________________________________   

  

In the Matter of   

  

JAMES MCCORKLE AND ROBERT MACLEAN  SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT  

                

____________________________________________  

  

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME  

THIS AGREEMENT, entered into by the City of Geneva and its City Council, 47 Castle  

Street. Geneva, New York, hereinafter referred to as the “City”, and James McCorkle and Robert Maclean, 

hereinafter sometimes referred as “McCorkle and Maclean”, all of whom sometimes are collectively referred to 

as the “Parties”.  

WHEREAS, on July 1, 2020, the Geneva City Council created the Police Budget Advisory Board, and 

on October 7, 2020, adopted ByLaws for the Board which authorized five positions to serve for two years, and  

WHEREAS, the Geneva City Council appointed James McCorkle and Robert Maclean to serve on the 

Police Budget Advisory Board for terms expiring on December 31, 2022, and  

WHEREAS, on June 1, 2022, the Geneva City Council removed James McCorkle and Robert Maclean 

from the Police Budget Advisory Board, after statements McCorkle and Maclean made in their personal 

capacities concerning the police department and their political views, and  

WHEREAS, James McCorkle and Robert Maclean allege their removal from the Police Budget 

Advisory Board violated their rights to Free Speech and Due Process under the United States and New York 

State Constitutions, and  

WHEREAS, the Parties are desirous of entering into an Agreement resolving all issues arising out of 

said matters.  

 



 

 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows:  

1.  The City Council agrees to amend the ByLaws of the City Police Budget Advisory Board to 

temporarily expand the number of positions on the Board to seven by creating two temporary positions. 

 2.  The City Council agrees to reinstate James McCorkle and Robert Maclean to the Police 

Budget Advisory Board for a term commencing with the date a reinstatement resolution is passed by the City 

Council and ending on December 31, 2023.  

3. The reinstatements of James McCorkle and Robert Maclean shall take effect upon execution 

of this Settlement Agreement.  

4. In consideration of the mutual promises and covenants contained herein, McCorkle and 

Maclean, along with their agents and attorneys, agree to release, remise, and forever discharge the City of 

Geneva and members of the City Council of and from all action and actions, cause and causes of action, suits, 

debts, dues, sums of money, accounts, reckoning, bonds, bills, specialties, covenants, contracts, 

controversies, agreements, promises, guarantees, variances, trespasses, damages, attorneys’ fees, judgment, 

extents, executions, claims and demands whatsoever, in law or in equity, arising out of their June 1, 2022, 

removal from the Police Budget Advisory Board.  

5. The number of positions on the Police Budget Advisory Board shall revert to five upon James 

McCorkle and Robert Maclean completing the term of their reinstatement.  

6. This constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties with respect to the subject matter 

hereof, resolves all issues arising out of the June 1, 2022, removal of James McCorkle and Robert Maclean 

from the Police Budget Advisory Board, and supersedes and cancels, except, where referenced herein, any 

and all prior and contemporaneous discussions, negotiations, arrangements, agreements, and understanding 

between the Parties to this Agreement with respect to the subject matter hereof.  

7. This Agreement is a settlement and compromise of disputed claims.  It shall not be interpreted 

as an admission of wrongdoing on the part of the City and the City Council, including but not limited to not 

being an admission that the City or the City Council violated their rights to Free Speech and Due Process 

under the United States and New York State Constitutions.  This Agreement does not in any way restrict the 

rights of McCorkle and Maclean, or their agents and attorneys, to publicly or privately maintain their position 

that the June 1, 2022, removal violated their Constitutional rights.  

8. This Agreement may not be modified or otherwise amended except by a written instrument 

that expressly refers to this Agreement and is executed by the Parties.    

9. The Parties each agree further that the laws of the State of New York shall apply to the 

interpretation, effect and enforcement of this Agreement, without regard to New York choice of law provisions.  

The Parties further agree that any judicial proceeding of any nature brought by any party against any other 

party hereto to enforce any right or obligation under this Agreement, or arising out of any matter pertaining to 

this Agreement, shall be submitted exclusively to the Supreme Court of Ontario County, New York.  



 

 
 

10. The Parties each acknowledge and agree that this Agreement may be executed in identical 

counterparts which, when taken together, shall constitute the single and same agreement concerning the 

subject matter, and that each and every term and provision hereof shall be binding and effective as to the 

respective obligations of the Parties as of the last date of execution by or on behalf of the Parties.  

  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have executed this Agreement on the dates indicated.  

Dated:    THE CITY OF GENEVA  

      _____________________  

BY: AMIE HENDRIX,   

CITY MANAGER  

  

Dated:            THE GENEVA CITY COUNCIL  

       _____________________ 

   BY: MAYOR STEVE VALENTINO  

  

Dated:    ______________________________  

JAMES MCCORKLE  

  

Dated:  _____________________________  

ROBERT MACLEAN  

 
 

Clr. Camera said even if I might support it, I am not comfortable with this resolution for three reasons: 
 

• It glosses over an important event and teaching moment for the CC and the Geneva public at 
large 

• It does not completely or accurately reflect the actions by the CC at the June meeting  

• What it mostly does is provide a way for the CC to save face in front of the public and 
misrepresent the historical record. 

 
What actually happened was the mayor initiated the public removal of two members of PBAB (James 
McCorkle and Robert Maclean) this past June 2022 by offering a resolution that was not on the agenda.   
Then he proceeded with the vote that passed by a 5-4 margin that secured their removal and violated their 
individuals' civil rights under the US and NYS Constitutions.  This was a breach of CC protocol and as well 
as the civil rights of the parties.   A complaint ensued McCorkle and Maclean.  The case for reinstatement 
of the board members is sound.  CC violated these individuals’ Article 1, Section 8 (NYS Constitution) and 
First Amendment (US Constitution) rights, which essentially protects their opinions and without fear from 
retaliation.  The complaint also noted that the Mayor and CC in violating procedure also raised the Due 
Process Clause of the 14th Amendment.  Rather than relegate this matter to a pedestrian and dishonest 
resolution and then sanctify it by a vote, I believe that we should face the consequences and embrace the 
opportunity to learn something from past events and CC actions since the murder of George Floyd (May 
25, 2020). This was an important event in recent history and, unfortunately, it split the community in half.  
As a CClr. I would like us to get back at least to square one.  How did we get here?  I think that it is safe to 



 

 
 

say our divisions started a long time ago but came to a head with the protests in Geneva when catalyzed 
by the murder of George Floyd and led by a large number of young people (embodied under the name 
Peoples Peaceful Protest).   The protests in the streets in Geneva lasted several weeks and then 
gravitated to some members of the PPP working with some CClrs. and other members of the community 
to craft legislation that would foster more police accountability. This resulted in the formation of the PAB 
and the PBAB.  
We had plenty of our own police problems in the Geneva even if no one had recently died.   Going back 

several years, here are some of the ones I know about: 

• It was not uncommon to hear complaints and rumors about police misconduct  

• The complaint process seemed to have broken down and was losing the public trust 

• Some Officer recruits had failed during training periods wasting City resources and time resulting 

from domestic abuse complaints and deficient fitness reports 

• GPD leadership, some CClrs. and others participated in public debate and culture warfare by 

gaslighting members of the public and CC as supporters of Police defunding rather than having 

valid concerns about the complaint process and the need for more accountability. 

• Direct intimidation of a CClr. through screen saver images, careless social media posts, and some 

stalking activity. 

Many of these issues are matters of public concern and were legitimate areas of CC oversight.   

As a matter of conscience, I propose a resolution that suggested the City Council agree to the following 

items: 

1. Admission of a mistaken resolution that violated CC procedure and the Constitutional rights of a 

couple of community members 

2. Revision of the term structure to effect reinstatement of the members 

3. Reaffirmation that the US and NYS Constitutions protect the rights of all Genevans to express 

their viewpoints without fear of retaliation  

4. The City is committed to upholding these rights for all its citizens. 

5. Release of the City from further actions by the plaintiffs. 

We have not been doing a very good job when under our own noses, our troubled police department has 
not stepped up and defended all the people in this community in the last several years. I mean ALL.   So, it 
is time for the CC itself to be accountable and reaffirm its commitment to the Constitution by publicly 
accepting the settlement as originally proposed by the plaintiffs.  If members of the CC choose not to, then 
it is for them to do so publicly, by their voice vote, not behind the veil of client attorney confidentiality.  And 
finally, may I say, our first responsibility as CClrs. are to the people of the City of Geneva, not to any one 
individual or office or department of the city.  Our duty is to make our residents happier and richer and 
safer by providing efficient and humane government services.    

 
Clr. Pealer said that there was conjecture that the removal happened as a result of statements made by 

the two board members, and he said what really happened was a reorganization of city council and 

changes to a political appointment.  He said that political appointments have political consequences when 

the politics of those appointed do not align with the new majority.  He read from Article 2.9 of the city 

charter: “The appointing authority shall have the power to remove any officer or employee appointed by 

him or her at any time except as otherwise provided by law or this Charter and in accordance with all 



 

 
 

provisions of law applicable thereto. In those cases where the appointing authority is the City Council, 

Board, Agency or Commission; the City Council, Board, Agency or Commission shall have the power to 

remove any of its appointive officers or employees by a majority vote of its full membership and in 

accordance with all provisions of law applicable thereto.”  Clr. Pealer said that this is what happened. 

 

Clr. Regan said that the dismissals were a disservice to the individuals and the city and the individual 

rights.  She said she is pleased to support their reinstatement and glad with the end result.  She noted that 

this is only an advisory board position, and if we have boards that all agree, we lose the chances for a 

critical analysis.  She said she supports their reinstatement and thanked them for their patience and 

willingness to serve.  She wished the entire committee good luck in their valuable work. 

 

Clr. Salamendra said she agrees with Clr. Camera and with the first amendment of the United States 
Constitution and the New York State Constitution to protect the rights of all Genevans to express their 
viewpoints without fear of retaliation.  She said in June, this council voted to punish two volunteers, kicking 
them off a board they were serving on with professionalism and good faith, because the Chief didn’t like 
something one of them said in the newspaper. That was wrong. And tonight we have a chance to right that 
wrong, but we don’t even have the courage to say that Dr. McCorkle and Dr. Maclean’s first-amendment 
rights were violated by this body. We don’t even have the courage to say we made a mistake. And we 
don’t have the courage to right the real wrong that is at the heart of this issue: We have a police 
department that believes it is above criticism and councilors that believe any criticism of the police should 
be forbidden.  What happens when a police department, when a city council, and when a community is 
unable to hear criticism? When we are unable to hear any new ideas or consider any creative solutions, 
when we are stuck 20 years in the past?  This sad and embarrassing episode in this city’s history 
communicates one thing very clearly to the larger Geneva community: If you voice your discontent, you 
will be targeted. It took Drs. McCorkle and Maclean seeking out legal counsel and six months time to 
advocate for their constitutional right to criticize the police in their capacity as private citizens. I apologize, 
on behalf of this council, that you were treated with such disrespect. It is a sign that our city is very sick 
that our police department and Mayor were willing to go to such lengths to silence hardworking volunteers.  
That’s why this conversation cannot end tonight when we pass this resolution. We have to address the 
unhealthy power dynamic that has allowed this to happen. We have to be honest about who is really 
running things. And we have to work to restore power in this city where it belongs—not with the police, but 
with the people.  

  

ACTION TAKEN by Mayor Valentino; seconded by Clr. Regan 

MOVED THAT this resolution be approved  

ROLL CALL VOTE:   Aye – Clr. Regan, Clr. Burrall, Clr. Salamendra, Mayor Valentino,  

       Clr. Brimm, and Clr. Camera  

           Nay – Clr. Pealer and Clr. Gaglianese  

    Excused – Clr. Noone 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

   

 

 



 

 
 

16. BOARD/COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Camera 

      MOVED THAT Dana Hollenbeck be reappointed to the Board of Assessment Review 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (7-2 absent) (Clr. Salamendra stepped away from the 

meeting during the vote)  

 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Brimm 

      MOVED THAT Charles King be reappointed to the Planning Board 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 

 

 

17. MAYOR AND COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Clr. Burrall thanked Erica Collins for putting information on the city website about a blood drive at the 

Hydrant Hose Fire Department on December 28th from 9-2.  He said that the next ones will be December 

14th from 9-2 at the Cornell Agritech/Jordan Hall, December 21st from 1-7 at the Presbyterian Church, 

December 29th from 2-6:30 at the Hall Fire Department, and December 30th from 10-4 at Geneva General 

Hospital.  Clr. Burrall reported that the BID made popcorn for 300 people at the Mayor’s Tree Lighting and 

ran out.  He said that the BID is holding a retreat for the board tomorrow from 5-9pm.  He wished everyone 

a Merry Christmas and safe holidays and every day. 

 

Clr. Pealer said Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  He announced for the city’s birthday on January 

1st, there will be two 2-hour spots for skating from 11:30-1:30 and 2-4pm.  He noted that several years 

ago, a council removed an entire board.  He wished everyone a Happy Holiday. 

 

Clr. Regan thanked the public for their comments noting that she also had some confusion with the police 

study and would love an opportunity to better understand it.  She said she appreciates residents taking the 

time to read it.  She said the Green Committee, joined with the Town Sustainability Committee, met at the 

Echo Center in Rochester to take a tour.  She said their goal with this type of outing is to help address the 

hopeful closing of the landfill.  She noted that this is a great time to have this advisory committee as they 

are also working on their Mission Zero Event to possibly take place April 22nd.  She noted that the last one 

was very successful.  Clr. Regan announced that the January 1st event for our 125th Anniversary will be at 

the Dove Building at 1:30pm to let everyone know what we are doing with activities and the unveiling of 

the logo along with the public skating.  Their target for the celebration will be the week of February 27th 

thru March 4th.  She said she attended the Mayor’s Tree Lighting Friday night and the great art walk on 

Saturday.  She asked everyone to keep in mind our local merchants when shopping this holiday season 

and wished everyone a joyful holiday. 

 

Clr. Camera thanked Jessica Farrell and Scott Bowes for the information on the police report.  He 

announced that Tom Harvey sent a plan for a request for proposals (RFP) for a consultant to look at the 



 

 
 

feasibility of moving the Finger Lakes Railroad to open up the sixth ward to the lakefront.  He said he 

hopes all are with their families and there are no health issues during this holiday period. 

  

Clr. Salamendra said after the last meeting Councilors Noone, Gaglianese, and Brimm approached me 
wanting to more about the state of housing in Geneva. Rather than fill them in privately, I thought it more 
appropriate to address the full council and community.  
  
We, like communities across the country, are in a housing crisis. And we are behind solving it. The 
conditions are:  

• Ontario County DSS reports their hotels are full with homeless families 

• Last year 315 Ontario County school children were homeless  

• Family Promise, which works with homeless families, reports that they have over 100 families on their 

waiting list  

• And in our entire county there is not one shelter for homeless individuals and families 

• The number of homeless families in Geneva is growing and we have absolutely nowhere to house 

them 

• But it is not just homelessness that is impacted by our housing crisis. It is making all of our renting 

residents poorer:  

• Economists have determined that no household should be paying more that 30% of their income for 

housing. But in the Finger Lakes Region, more than half of all renters are paying above 30% of their 

income on housing. That’s more than half of our residents who can’t save up for a mortgage, can’t 

afford to shop downtown, can’t afford to send their kids to daycare or summer camp or college, can’t 

afford to start a new business.  

• And while all renters are impacted by the housing crises, low-income renters are at particular risk of 

falling into deeper poverty, unsafe and crowded housing conditions, and homelessness.  

• Rents in Geneva have skyrocketed since the start of the pandemic and section 8 vouchers no longer 

come close to covering the cost of rent  

• Many tenants are not having their leases renewed by landlords who think they can make more 

money from Airbnb or remarketing as luxury housing.  

• In other words, we have residents who have the funds and have the need for low-

income housing and it is simply not available.  

And these numbers don’t even reflect the full seriousness of the problem. People’s stories are 
devastating. Through my work with the Geneva housing taskforce that has been working since the start of 
COVID-19, service providers have shared stories about people with funds and desperate need, who are 
being turned away. There are people who have been living in hotels for months. Families who have been 
homeless for months. Domestic violence victims being turned away for emergency housing. Because 
there is none. And there is no relief in sight.  
  
I am glad to hear that some of my fellow councilors are ready to take steps to address the housing crisis in 
Geneva and in Ontario County. We have said we are committed to economic development, but no one will 
build a business here if their employees can’t find or afford housing. It is very clear, the first step to 
economic development is addressing our housing crisis.  
  
And there are solutions that this council could act on in the next year that would make a real difference. 
We could:  



 

 
 

• Legislate rent caps  

• We could require new development to prioritize affordable housing  

• We could address zoning, making residential development more possible in the city  

• We could add a tax on short term rentals  

• We could request more funds from the county  

• We could increase public transportation to the town where there is more room for new housing 

development 

 These are just some of the practical and doable solutions that the housing task force has discussed. And 
if there is a commitment from this council to actually act, to actually DO something to address our housing 
crisis, I would be thrilled to report that to the housing committee on Monday. They are the real experts on 
this issue and are more than eager to work with this council to take practical steps to address the serious 
and growing housing crisis in our city.  
 

Clr. Brimm said than the Geneva Housing Authority had nothing to report.  He thanked everyone for 

coming tonight and wished everyone a Happy Holiday. 

 

Clr. Gaglianese suggested everyone shop local during this buying season.  He wished everyone a Happy 

Holiday, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year. 

 

Mayor Valentino thanked staff for the work on the Tree Lighting Ceremony saying that it was great to see 

the decorations and participation.  He said it was great to see the Geneva Bicycle Group going around and 

he also noted that having horse carriage rides was awesome.  Lastly, Mayor Valentino wished everyone a 

Happy Holiday and Happy New Year.  

 

 

18. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

No public comment was offered at this time. 

 

 

19. ADJOURNMENT 

 

ACTION TAKEN by Clr. Gaglianese; seconded by Clr. Camera 

MOVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 9:16pm 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY (8-1 absent) 

 

        Lori Guinan           
        City Clerk 
































